The  Suffrage  "Referendum.' 


TAe  Massachusetts  Association  Opposed  to  the  Extension  of  the  Suffrage  to  Women,  to  the  People  of 
Massachusetts : 

The  Wellman  bill,  enacted  by  the  last  Legislature,  gives  the  opportunity  to  all  men  and  all  women,  qualified  to 
vote  for  members  of  School  Committees,  to  express  in  November  their  opinion  on  the  question,  "  Is  it  expedient 
that  Municipal  Suffrage  be  granted  to  Women  ?  " 

This  bill  is  not  rightly  called  a  Referendum,  for  it  proposes  no  change  in  our  laws,  but  provides  merely  for  an 
expression  of  opinion  by  vote.    Its  practical  result  will  be  its  influence  on  future  Legislatures. 

We  urge  the  duty  upon  all  women  to  interest  themselves  in  this  question,  and  to  aid  the  formation  of  a  right 
public  opinion  thereupon ;  and  we  call  upon  all  men  voters  to  justify  the  present  suffrage  status  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing "  No  "  at  the  polls  in  November. 

We  do  not  urge  women  opposed  to  the  further  extension  of  the  suffrage  to  vote.  We  affirm  that  the  burden  of 
proof  rests  with  the  suffragists.  We  declare  that  the  silence  of  our  sex  at  the  polls  will  not  mean  consent,  but 
opposition  or  indifference. 

We  find  tangible  proof  that  the  women  of  this  State  do  not  desire  the  ballot  in  their  general  indifference  to 
School  Suffrage,  which  has  failed  to  rouse  their  zeal  and  interest  during  the  many  years  of  its  existence,  while 
some  time  before  such  suffrage  was  established,  the  valuable  services  of  women  on  the  School  Board  had  been 
secured  by  the  votes  of  men. 

We  believe  that  the  extension  to  women  of  Municipal  Suffrage  would  be  a  danger  to  the  State  for  which  no 
compensating  advantages  are  shown. 

We  believe  the  present  division  of  labor  and  responsibility  between  the  sexes  to  be  founded  on  Reason  and  on 
the  laws  of  Nature,  and  while  freely  admitting  that  a  higher  standard  of  patriotic  and  civic  duty  is  needed  by  both 
men  and  women,  we  affirm  our  belief  that  it  must  be  brought  about  by  an  advance  in  civilization  and  in  education, 
and  that  this  advance  would  be  impeded  rather  than  helped  by  the  complications  resulting  from  Municipal  Suf- 
frage for  Women. 
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